ust recently read a re- 
German Bundestag giv- 
n on October 1, 1958, by 
ner, who is the minister 
an affairs, In his re- 
Bundestag he indicates 
umber of refugees coming 
3 Eastern Zone continues 
Since 1945 about three 


yressure on these profes- 
is not financial uncer- 


“As a result, many of the 
d medical centers in the 


x it is pointed out that 


en January of this 
‘ be Bae time more 


aay in the o Rivic press 
en and church officials 
rested. The people in 
Zone of Germany are 
» worship according to 
1ce, and leaders of the 
pe denied en- 
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Pe cve's Working Arm 


By Dr. William Larsen 


In a recent news release from the 


National Lutheran Council the story — 


is told of how a group of high school 
boys in an old house in a West Ber- 
lin suburb stand with bowed heads 
and repeat a psalm and pray the 
Lords prayer at a vesper service. 
Each of these young men has come 
to understand from personal ex- 
perience the importance of being 
able to worship God in an environ- 
ment where a human being is free. 
These young men have been made 
aware of the meaning of the Chris- 
tian faith. Many of them have had 
to leave their homes and friends. 
They are among the two hundred 
East German students who are liv- 


- ing in five boarding homes in the 


Western Zone. Our contribution to 
Lutheran World Action assists in 
the establishment of these homes 
for young men and women, most 
of whom have come out of Eastern 
Germany with no resources other 
than the clothes they are wearing. 

You have read how many of the 
boys and girls in Eastern Germany 
who are ready for confirmation are 
urged to participate in the initiation 
ceremonies in which the parents are 
asked to pledge “to do all in their 
power to educate the child for the 
great and noble cause of peace 
and socialism.” Let us not forget 
to pray that God will sustain these 
Christian friends who are _ living 
under these difficult and dangerous 
circumstances. 


_ Love’s Working Arm in Hong Kong 


In a number of congregations that 
I have recently visited I have told 


— 
= 


of the work that we are able to do 
through Lutheran World Action in 
Hong Kong. The Reverend K. L. 


Stumpf, our senior representative 


here for the department of World 
Service of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, has pointed out how we are 
able through Lutheran World Ac- 


tion to help many of the refugees — 3 
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here to self-employment. Thousands _ : ; 
of men, women and children do not 


have a place to live, and under 
conditions of this kind there is much 


disease and suffering. We are able 7 


to provide medical aid, food, and 


clothing, but here in Hong Kong, | ee 


as Pastor Stumpf says, are 


“half a million people who grasp — a 


at the shadow of life and liveli- 
hood. About the hillsides in ram- 
shackle huts, in terribly over- 
crowded cubicles, on _ roof-tops, 
and under staircases live people 


who were once government of- 


ficials, farmers, university profes- 


sors, merchants, military officers, 
teachers, artists, laborers and 
craftsmen. Most support them- 


selves by precarious and part- — a 


time work. Some are driven to 


begging. They cannot afford eco- 
nomic security through self-dis- 
cipline, private or social insurance, 
or public or private welfare pro- 
grams. Charity only supplies a 
tiny fraction of what is needed. 


These people cannot think of the ; : 


future either, as of more vital 


concern to them is the elementary 
matter of avoiding starvation to- 
day. They own practically noth- 
ing but what faith they manage 
to preserve and certain skills. 
Many of them have some skill or 
craft and many have a willingness 


and readiness to learn to work 


with their hands. The Chinese 


people own a celebrated tradition — 


of craftsmanship.” 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Mr. Andrew D. Goldbeck of Eugene, 
Oregon recently passed away and we 
ought to remember that it is almost 
ten years ago that he gave to the 
church ten acres of land and three lots 
in Eugene, Oregon. Announcement of 
this gift has been given previously 
but we want to bring to the attention 
of the church when such gifts come. 
We gratefully acknowledge the gift of 
this property to the work of the 
church. 

William Larsen 

—————————EEE—————————————— EE 
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Trinity Theological Seminary has 
received a bequest in the amount of 
$1,000.00 from the estate of Karen 
Christine Andersen, Albert Lea, Min- 
nesota. It is encouraging for the 


-church to know of people who are 


interested in the training of pastors 
and in theological education. It is 
particularly significant in this era 
when technical knowledge has be- 
come so important and affects all of 
us each day that we live. Theological 
education is no less important and I 
am convinced that both the layman 
and the clergyman must give himself 
to theological study because this un- 
dergirds all of knowledge and all of 
life. We are grateful for this gift 
and pray that the Lord of the Church 
may bring many to make similar gifts 
to theological education. 
William Larsen 


Pastor Archie Madsen, formerly of 
Fremont, Nebr., who accepted a call 
to Brookings, S. Dak., in an ELC 
church as assistant pastor, has now 
become senior pastor of this large 
church of 2,600 members. 


Tilley, Alberta, Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Archie N. Morck, pastor. The 
summer months at Bethany have been 
very busy. All the organizations have 
met regularly with good attendance. 
The Luther League meets every Sun- 
day evening. It has had some fine 
programs and activities as well as out- 
ings. One Sunday was spent at Cal- 
gary visiting the Zoo and other places 
of interest. The mission circle and 
the home builders have also been very 
busy. 

On August 10, the congregation with 
congregations of Scandia, Rolling Hills 
and Iddesleigh met for a picnic din- 
ner. Pastor Johan Fredericksen 
brought the message. A Marathon 
Swim in the afternoon by Pastor Fred- 
ericksen, a distance of five miles, 
made news. Dr. K. M. Mathiesen of 
Minneapolis visited us on Sunday and 
brought the message. Pastor Paul 
Johnsen of Japan also spoke in our 
church. Our Fall mission meetings 
were held Nov. 12-16 with Pastor 
Jerold Elling. of Calgary as guest 
speaker. 


CALL TO THE COMMITTEES OF 
THE A.L.C. 

The boards, commissions, and stand- 
ing committees of The American Lu- 
theran Church will be convened and 
permanently constituted July 9 and 
10, 1959. This is the recommendation 
of the Steering Committee of the 
Joint Union Committee and will be 
reported to the latter at its March 
meeting. According to the Articles of 
Union, each of the presidents of the 
uniting Churches has been assigned 
the task of convening a certain num- 
ber of boards. 

The plan agreed upon is the fo 


Che Christmas Tree 


“Then shall all the trees of the wood 
sing for joy before the Lord, for He 
comes!” Psalm 96:12 


How full of meaning a Christmas 
tree can be. Silently, like a finger, 
it points upward reminding us that 
“every good gift is from above and 
comes down from the Father of 
Lights.” It tells us of the one best gift 
of all, the coming of God’s Son. It 
brings to our remembrance a dark 


night when God said, “Let light shine 
out of darkness, who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ.” 


Look at your tree. Every branch 
lifts countless little crosses,—mute re- 
minders of what He endured for us. 
That beautiful dark green is the color 
of life. Let the tree represent the 
church and the many lights the mem- 
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December 15, 
q 
lowing: The members of the bo ‘ 
will be notified of the meeting ¢ 
early in March. Since, however, 
results of the vote on union docu : 
by the districts of the American 
theran Church will not be kno 

til July 6, the call for board m 

is made contingent upon a fa 
vote in the districts of the Ameri 
Lutheran Church. *; 

All members of all boards will 
vene on the campus of St. Ola ? 
lege, Northfield, Minnesota, in the 
afternoon of Thursday, July 9 
Joint Union Committee will have bi 
in session the previous days and 
join with the board members in 
service of worship in the Boe Memo 
Chapel. In addition to a brief 
mon, the service will include an 
entation address by some members 
the Joint Union Committee. 

In the evening of the same day t 
will be a briefing session for all Box 
members, meeting together. : 
be in charge of the three church b 
presidents. 

On the morning of July 10; 
various boards, commissions, 
standing committees will conve 
Each president will meet with 
boards assigned to him and will 
side during the organization of 
board. Then the board will begi 
work, carrying out the duties assige 
to it in the basic documents ©: 
new Church. A liaison person for ei 
board has been appointed by the Id 
Union Committee. ie 

Provision will be made for e 
board to continue in session as It 
as it deems necessary. The thoug 
however, is that many boards ¥ 
need to use only the one day, 
possibly no board will need to 
in session later than Saturday 
July 11. 


By Karl J. Wilhelmsen 


bers. How different they are! 
are big and others small. The} 
of different colors, but all shine. 47 
shine because they are in contact 
an invisible current of power. © 
Word of God is the secret sour 
that power. A light needs only 
in touch with that power and 
brighten all around it. 


Some lights have gone out. 
(Continued on page 15) 
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ials and Comments 
AN EARLY CHRISTMAS 


; las. decorations. in most towns go up by Thanks- 
1 few days before. The first Christmas parties 
in the churches are held early in December. 


hristmas Day is often a very light day as far 
attendance goes. 


ic people have not usually been that early. The 
weeks before Christmas are used for preparation. 
evening ushers in the great festival, which then 
from Dec. 24 till Jan. 6, the day of Epiphany. It 
oo bad that when we come to the real birthday 
that it is all over. Sometimes it seems as if the 
celebrations are something we must get over 
as possible. 


g can be done about it. The first three weeks 


ae war may become a hot war. Where are the 
of ae bringing their offerings to the Christ 


LARGE YOUTH RALLIES 
of large youth rallies have been held by the 


‘Luther ‘Leaguers AW large district rallies. 
sasier to get to them, and the Luther Leaguer 
» feeling that he is part of the whole. It is 


the it the biggest is the best. 


THE CROWDS 
d the gospels we often find such expressions 
and the crowd. Great noes gathered 


his year Christmas is over in many congrega- 


so much of his time to the twelve Apostles, He depended 


on them to bring the gospel out into the world. He did 
not rely on the crowd. As a matter of fact it was the 
crowd that finally shouted “Crucify him.” 


We have a tendency to get impressed with the crowd 
today. We measure success by the crowds. This may be 
dangerous. 


The pastor who devotes much attention to small groups | = 


may find that living water will come from these small 


groups and go into every vital part of the congregational 
life. ; 


The ordinary knowledge and understanding of the Scrip- 
tural truths today are often very limited. It takes careful 


training to make people truly interested in the Bible. He 
We have had about 


This cannot be done in large groups. 
five Bible study groups every month besides our adult 
Sunday morning Bible class. 
have been a great blessing. 


Let us thnak God for the crowds that come and hear, put 
if we neglect the smaller groups, we do it at the peril of 
spiritual life. 


RUSSIA IS BAD, BUT WHAT ABOUT AMERICA? 


A group of 600 pastors and lay people met during the | 


last part of November in Cleveland, Ohio. They were called 
together by the National Council of Churches. 


that the 600 dispersed into group sections and plenary 
meetings. After four days of around-the-clock sessions they — 


emerged with a many-faceted Message, a series of resolu- 


tions and four section reports that proposed significant — 
changes in present United States international policy. 


The Message urged a rejection of the “posture of general — 


Secretary — 
of State John Foster Dulles gave the opening address. After 


We have found these groups BS 


hostility” toward the communist countries and an end to — 
the government’s effort to drive every nation into one ~ 


bloc or the other, characterizing this ‘as mistaken as it \s 


has been unsuccessful.” 


It held that our leaders should stop ‘ie practice of con- 2 


tinual moral lectures to the communists. 


It declared disarmament essential to the building of aie y 
order and urged continuing discussions of reduction and ~ 


regulation of arms involving satisfactory inspection and con- 
trol of nuclear weapons, plus progressive reduction of con- 
ventional arms. : 


It deplored tendencies to discredit _the motives ane dis: me 


cynicism about the good faith of others created a poisonous G : 


atmosphere in which to conduct negotiations. 


It questioned the theory of “limited” wars, emphasizing — 
that new weapons now and worse ones in the future under- — 


score the imperative need for war prevention rather than | 
limitation. 


Perhaps we should study the prophet Amos. 


sins. 
put the finger on them they resented it. 


We naturally condemn Russia for sins and cruelties, but ze 
We | 


perhaps we should look into our own hearts a bit. 


He started _ oa 
out by condemning Damascus, Tyrus, Gaza, etc. for their ae 
Judah and Israel liked that. But when he started to 


glory in our foreign aid and our Marshall plan. But have = 


we any right to be proud? 


We are in danger of moralizing all others about the 
speck in*their eyes forgetting about the beam in our eyes. 

Instead of staring at the sins of Russia, it may be well 
that we stare at our own sins. 


Amos has a message for our day. 


r. 
a 
4 


ADVENT INSTEAD OF 
< a “CHRISTMAS IN ADVANCE” 

At the end of October the House- 
wives’ Union in Norway in a letter 
to members of the Church, business 
people and advertizing men is all in 
favor of everybody joining in making 
Christmas a festive event, but not 
en December! It is suggested that 
‘special Christmas displays, the Christ- 
mas decoration of streets and such 
4 ike should be postponed until 1st 
Sunday in Advent, and that the Christ- 
a mas tree which belongs in the home 
should not be included in decorations 
in shops, offices and similar places. 
ve The Housewives’ Union would like 
see Christmas once more become 
marily the joyful celebration of 
e home and that Christmas parties 
af or children and grown-ups ahead of 
ne should be avoided in order that 
iristmas should not be celebrated 
advance.” 
s it is suggested to use Advent 
ths at functions taking place be- 
Christmas, so that one more 
» is lighted each Sunday during 


sast year the local associations of 
> Housewives’ Union themselves led 


stmas displays etc. at ever earlier 
ae 


‘THERN COMMENTS ON THE 
AL ELECTION 
_The death of Pope Pius XII and the 
siéstion of a new pope have been 
- fol lowed with great interest also in 
> Northern countries. Reports in 
> press have been very extensive— 
re than some quarters find reason- 
e—and there has also been a num- 
ber of comments in connection with 
the events in Rome. 
Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, pri- 
Pernate of the Danish Lutheran National 
_ Church, made the following statement 
_ on the occasion of the death of the 
_ Pope: 
¥ “Not only our Roman Catholic fel- 
ow-Christians are mourning, but also 
the Evangelical Christendom. A great 
man has passed away, a man to whom 
_the whole world owes much. He was 
father to the members of his church 
5 and. a leading personality to the whole 
s world. His time as Pope has been 
one of the most dramatic in the his- 
tory of the world, but, in a unique 
way, he knew how to make the word 


In place of Christmas | 


Church News from here and there : Lees 


of the Church heard in the changing 
situations.” 

Not everybody was agreed about the 
opportuneness of the appearance of 
such a statement by a prominent Lu- 
theran leader and during the follow- 
ing days the press brought a number 
of protests. ry 

In a leader the “Férsamlingsbladet” 
in Finland, a weekly paper in Swedish, 
rather severely criticized the unheard- 
of publicity obtained by the death of 
the Pope and the papal election in 
Finland where there are only 1,8. 
Roman Catholics. 


the fact that the international news 
bureaux issue the same material to 
non-Roman Catholic and Roman Cath- 


colic papers alike and these papers 


pass on the news rather uncritically. 
As a matter of principle the pap=: 
is happy about the fact that the inter- 
national distribution of news helps 


to break down old justified partition 


walls, but adds: “How happy the 
Evangelical Christendom would have 
been to give the late Pope the testi- 
mony that he had worked for mutual 
understanding and tolerance among 
the Churches. But unfortunately we 
are not able to do so.” 


In a leading article the Social Demo- 
crat Government organ “Arbeiderblad- 
et” dissociates itself from the striv- 
ing after political power on the part 
of the Roman Catholic Church and 
its social negligence. Nowhere in 
Europe are the social contrasts more 
glaring than in the Roman Catholic 
countries. The paper mentions the 
fact that illiteracy has not yet been 
stamped out in the Pope’s own country 
and maintains that, even though there 
are brave and self-denying men with- 
in the Roman Catholic Church who 
take up the fight against social in- 
justice, the Church as such has most 
often supported a reactionary policy. 

“Kristeligt Pressekontor” in Oslo 
agrees with the “Arbeiderbladet” and 
adds that the Roman Catholic Church 
today shows greater intolerance than 
any other church community. Condi- 
tions in Spain and Colombia are given 
as examples. 
dissociates itself from the political 
machinery of the Roman Church which 
ought to be superseded by spiritual 
weapons, and from the authority as- 
cribed to the Pope so that he may pro- 
claim a dogma like the Assumption 
of the Virgin Mary for which there is 
no foundation in the Scriptures. 


The Swedish Free Church paper 
“Morgon-Bladet” calls atention to the | 
enormous hierarchy heading the Ro- — 
“The wealth, — 


man Catholic Church. 


The detailed ac- — 
counts in the press are attributed to - 


ince, and Ning Po in C 


Furthermore, the paper 


the pees + of Christ 
time more than ever 
be enjoyed by “thousand. su 
in many countries througits 


death experienced by Christ H 
the paper writes. The auth¢ 
system of the Roman Church 
by a person supposed to b 
is described in the articl 
“dangerous, revolting, and a 
of an enormous hubris.” de 


ATLANTA CLERGYMEN u cE 
OBEDIENCE TO a 
INTEGRATION LAW 


State and community lead 
urged in EOS Fe: by 


to preserve TaEial ee 
community and appea 1 
and synagogues to enc pur 


of the issues we “conf ont 


The statement reaffi: 


ments in a similar 1 


to basen a reac hin 
sources in Hong Kong. —— 
e ae P 


tified as Fathers Li 
Chou Ki-wei. They 
the Diocese of Yoy 


ince, respectively. 


The other two bis 

the Diocese of Hangch 
province and Iping in 
ince, were not identi: 
seceived here. 


% 
ae 
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NEED FOR INCREASED 
PRODUCTION 


= fof our capable foreign news 
sts, Mr. Thomas P. Whitney, has 
us a comparative study of the 
sth and potential of China, Russia 
the United States. His conclu- 
are something both for Mr. 
S and also for our good church 
e to ponder. Of course, we far 
“ip. both China and Russia in 
utput, in steel production, in the 
opment of electric power, in num- 
of new automobiles and many 
things. All that is fairly well 
I already and is quite comfort- 
Even in missile production and 
liks we are not doing too badly. 
ne other quite simple facts are 
0 well known and, if known, not 
mforting. For one thing, the pop- 
mn. of Russia now exceeds ours by 
| 40 millions. China’s is more 
firee times ours. Add the Rus- 
and Chinese totals and we Ameri- 
are outnumbered almost five to 
What might that mean in the 
of war? 
other fact our analyst stresses. 
rrent over-all rate of production 
been in a state of decline for 
‘months. Russia’s is reported as 
a increased 10 percent in the 
period. China’s is said to have 
ised 47 percent. Also the general 
with both China and Russia ap- 


= 


ester Observer 
~ By Gerhard Lenski 


‘pears to be at a higher rate than ours, 


due, no doubt, to the incentive that 
strong leadership, international rivalry 
and war fears have occasioned. 

Many conclusions can be drawn 
from such an analysis. The Christian 
will draw one peculiarly his own. 
Christianity is the one vital commodity 
in short production. Christianity a- 
lone can make a tension filled world 
safe. So long as a shortage exists 
there, danger is real and near. Now— 
now—before any explosion occurs—is 
the time to step-up production. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 


The Roman Catholic bishops of our 
country, in their recent annual meet- 
ing in Washington, have reaffirmed 
in strong terms what they declare to 
be the church’s “right to teach.” The 
content and character of what is 
taught is said to be the ‘moral prin- 
ciples which flow from the natural 
law and the positive law of God.” 
There can be little dispute about the 
forthrightness of this claim, about the 
skill with which it is presented and 
the strong impact it is bound to make. 
Couched in general terms, it has every 
appearance of validity and right. Ema- 
nating from Washington, it might con- 
ceivably appear to have a kind of 
governmental as well as ecclesiastical 
sanction. 


Reduced to particulars, however, 


5 


the claim of these Roman Catholic 
leaders is far from simple and open 
both to questioning and dissent. Under 
the law of our land the right to teach 
is already established and clearly de- 
fined. In a broad sense the Roman 
Church can teach freely without duress 
or restraint and it becomes an un- 
warranted assumption to infer the 
contrary. The real difficulty comes 
in connection with what is taught, 
when, where, and by whom. Some 
things the Roman Catholic Church 
teaches are repugnant to conscientious 
Protestants, for example, its version 
of Protestant religion as “counterfeit”; 
its teaching regarding marriage, di- 
vorce, birth-control, contraception, its 
version of our public school system, 
its abitrary procedures in denying 
others the right to teach in areas 
where Roman Catholicism happens to 
be in control. To accept all this in a 
bundle called “the right to teach” be- 
comes something altogether other than 
recognizing the claim of a moral right. 
To fail to recognize this fact and to 
allow it to pass unchallenged might 


well mean the surrender of the re- ~ 


ligious freedom we as Protestants prize 
so highly. 


It is to be hoped that the Catholic : 


hierarchy, with something of the same 


skill and acumen with which it has 


presented its recent claim, will re- 
study the basic principles upon which 


our commonwealth has been establish- 
ed and will strive to conform to them _ 


rather than to try to change them 
by asking for itself a liberty which it 
denies others. 
them be aware of the deep issues in- 


volved here and let them claim their 


moral rights in clear and unequivocal 
terms. 


a . 
ot CHURCH NEWS 
(Continued from page 4) 


RCH PARLEY URGES 
)GNITION OF 
MUNIST CHINA 
fed - States recognition of Com- 
China and its admission to the 
d Nations was endorsed unani- 
Ly “by some 600 world affairs ex- 
clergy and laymen at the Fifth 
1. Order Study Conference in 
land, O. 
-a_9,000- word Message to the 
shes, _ ‘approved at the close of 
our-day meeting, the delegates 
for strong efforts to find ways 
existing with Communist coun- 
and an end to the “government’s 
s to drive every nation into one 
> another.” 
rged — disarmament agreements 
yall. countries and declared that 
uclear_ and interplanetary age 
stians- ‘must “seize the initia- 


tive to prevent war and achieve 
peace.” 

Stronger efforts must be made to 
break through the present stalemate 
between the West and East, the con- 
ference said. It called on Christians 
“to exhort their governments for more 
liberal and imaginative aid to the 
peoples of other nations.” 

The message was prepared by a 23- 
member committee of leading clergy 
and laymen, headed by Dr. John C. 
Bennett, dean of the faculty at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York. 

Recognition, it said, should result 
in a much wider relationship between 
the peoples of the two countries and 
make possible “a restoration of re- 
lationships between their churches and 
ours.” 

“The exclusion of the People’s Re- 
public of China from the international 
community is in many ways a dis- 
advantage to that community,” the 
conference declared, “It heips to pre- 


serve a false image of the United 


States and other nations in the minds 


of the Chinese people. It keeps our 


people in ignorance of what is taking © 


place in China. It hampers negotia- 
tions for disarmament. It limits the 
functioning of international organiza- 
tions.” 


BIBLE SOCIETY DISTRIBUTES 
13,493,462 SCRIPTURES ANNUALLY 


An average of 13,493,462 Scriptures 
in more than 270 languages were dis- 
tributed annually during the last five 
years in this country and overseas by 
the American Bible Society. 

This was disclosed in a report pre- 
sented at the 40th annual meeting in 
New York of the society’s Advisory 
Council. It also declared that to meet 
the growing demand for Bibles, the 
society keeps in stock about 10,000,000 
volumes of 1,453 different Scripture 
portions in 210 languages. 

(Continued on page 13) 


As for Protestants, let | 
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Panama, Its Need 


By Chaplain Robert G. Nelson 


I had just returned from a meeting of the Youth Activities 
Board, of which I am a member. I sat at my desk staring 
into space, attempting to comprehend and understand what 
had just been accomplished at this meeting. The commit- 
tee had voted to allocate one thousand dollars for a Christ- 
mas party for the children of the base, that is, our own 
children. Out of the ten committee members I was the 
only one who had voted in the negative, and I was attempt- 
ing to figure out the reason for it. 


Then my thoughts drifted back to last Christmas. We had 
held two parties on successive Saturdays for the children of 
the Guachapaly Mission in Panama City. I could still hear 
their enthusiastic voices singing out meaningfully, “Joy to 
the World, the Lord is Come.” I had heard this wonder- 
ful Christmas carol sung many times, but never with as 
much enthusiasm and sincerity. They were singing it in 
Spanish, and yet it seemed more inspirational to me than 
at any time I had ever heard it in English. I had never 


“witnessed such a joy, nor had I ever heard it expressed 


so emphatically. Then the thought came to my mind, Joy 
to the World, for what? What did these little children really 
have to be joyful about? For having no food to eat ex- 
cept that which they could beg or steal? For one shabby 
room in which to live, with no windows or doors, and two 
broken down beds for sixteen people. (This is no exaggera- 
tion; only a short time ago, two apartment houses burned 
down and it was estimated by the Panamanian government 
that two thousand people lived in the two buildings. Each 
building had approximately twenty apartments.) Joy to 
the World, for what? For a mother who had to be gone 
six days a week, and who earned twenty dollars a month? 
For a father they had never known and had never seen? 
(Close to 80% of all the children in Panama are illegiti- 
mate) Joy to the World, for what? For one piece of cloth- 
ing, if they were lucky, and that piece probably two sizes 
too big or too small. Many of them had no shoes and had 
never had a pair. 


We had a Christmas program for them, and sent Air 
Force buses into Panama City to bring them to the base. 
There were two-hundred of them in all. I accompanied 
the buses into Panama City, down streets that were just 
wide enough for the large Air Force buses. The worst 
slum district in the city of Chicago would be elite in com- 
parison to this. Never have I smelled such a stench nor 
had my appetite swept from me so suddenly. The small 
sidewalk outside of Guachapaly Mission was jammed with 
Panamanian children of all ages. I don’t know how many 
were there, but there were a lot more than the two large 
buses could begin to hold. We had to go through the cum- 
bersome and heart-breaking task of taking only those who 
had been attending the Sunday School at the Mission. This 
was difficult, but we could not accommodate all of them, and 
we had to draw the line somewhere. Each little face was 
hungry for attention, and I felt, for a moment as they 
cheered when I stepped from the bus, like President Eisen- 
hower must feel as he is hailed by the American people. 


When we arrived at the base, we had a program for 
them, and then took them downstairs to eat. A bottle of 
pop, a hot-dog, a piece of cake, and an ice-cream bar. I 


Ls —— a Mg ‘v4 
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December 15, 


“My thoughts drifted back to last Christmas at 
City.” 


had never seen children react in this way before. \ 
can children would see how fast they could gulp it% 
and attempt to be the first one in line for seconds. 
children examined each thing as though it were a fp 

gift. Most of them neither ate nor drank, but sat 6 
holding their gifts and wanting it to last forever. 
didn’t know what to do with so much, and it seemec 
most sinful to them to eat all of this without havin 
share it with someone else. Some took a sip of pop) 
one bite from the hot-dog and the cake, but the rest 
must save and take home. An attempt was even m 
some to save the ice cream to share with one of theif | 
ones, and believe me this is difficult in Panama. 


I doubt if you have ever seen such orderliness amé 
children of this age. They dared not misbehave foi 
of losing one of their special gifts and treasures. ; 
we realized that they were not going to eat what 
given them, we obtained some paper bags and passe 
out so they could carry it home. 


We then led them into another room where 
gift was given to each of them according to age. 
bined look of anticipation, excitement, and fear 
seen in their faces simultaneously. You could sense 
question in their little minds, would there be enougi 
go around? Then as they received their gift, each 7 
being called, the scene brought tears to my eyesam 
hugged that gift, not knowing what it was, with ali 
feeling that a mother has for her child. Most of them € 
bother to open them, they had a gift and that was alll 
mattered. 


My thoughts returned to the present and the meetir 
which I had just returned. I thought about what a 
dollars could do for these hungry, threadbare, 
little Panamanian children. Now I know why I ha 
against spending the money on our own children 
I knew more fully what Jesus meant when He s 
is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


However, the real need in Panama is for Spiritua 
This far exceeds their great physical need. Par 
close to 75% Roman Catholic, nominally speaking, of 
The Panamanian people know the fear and dominé 
the Roman Catholic church, but few if any reall; 
Christ. The Roman Church does not want the Gosp 
sage preached to the Panamanian people, and is 
emplified in the fact that many missionaries ha 
their lives endangered and have been put in pri 
spreading the Gospel message. The Roman church d 
want anyone interfering with their money-making { 
such as lottery and selling of all kinds. The entir 
manian government is controlled by the Roman | 
It is impossible to be anything in Panama unless - 
a Roman Catholic. It doesn’t make any difference 


are a Christian, in fact, this is not even taken ir 
sideration. 4 
a 

I would even go as far as to say that there is a) 
need for the Gospel message in Panama than i 
places we consider the darkest corner of the wor 
as Africa and India. Christianity has been substit 


4 
bet 


oe 
ee 
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Panama, is the difficulty of trying to teach the children 
the Bible and Christianity in one hour each Sunday, when 
these same children have five to ten hours of Roman Cath- 
olicism forced on them during the week. 


licism into” Be eae heliets of the 
ance; each year the Panamanians have 
that they call the “Carnival.” This con- 
‘ing of costumes, dancing in the streets, 


The Roman church is not interested in winning souls for _ 
drinking, “for three days. The few morals 


Christ. This was actually stated by a Roman Catholic priest. = 


hes in Panama. 


‘ely owned school. 


ed y be purchased from 
| House, Blair, Nebraska. 


127 pages, $1.50. 


1 we written a book 
4 “poem on each page on 
4 Dortasune to Christian 


scusses urbanization and 
5 aes It shows a 


; Lutheran World Action 
are encouraged and helped 


in Panama are completely forgotten during 
The final ceremony in this paganistic “fling” 
of a certain type of fish. The Roman Cath- 
as made this a part of their worship, and 
is followed by a mass in all of the Roman 


of th he schools in Panama are Roman Catholic, except 
The great heart-ache and 
the Protestant pastors and missionaries in 


He made the statement to my colleague and good friend se 
Chaplain F. E. Zigan, that the Roman church was” oe, : 
there to exploit the people. pay a 


— 


Yes, there is a great need in Panama. A Physical need : 


that is second to none, and a Spiritual need that in many 


I read an article recently about a 
metal called permaloy. It is a highly 
magnetic substance, but it acts in a 
strange way. When pointed in certain 
directions, it has no magnetic power. 
But when it is placed in direct line 
with the magnetic pull of the earth, 
its power is very strong. The same is 


- true in our own lives. When we are 


out of line with the magnetic pull of 


_Almighty God, we have no strength 


and we lose our grip. That is when 
we are frustrated and feel discour- 
aged. But when our lives are lined 
up in right relationship with God, we 
have the ability to reach out and to 
conquer life. . 


—Charles L. Allen in ALL THINGS 
ARE POSSIBLE THROUGH PRAYER 
(Fleming H. Revell Company). 


When Robert Louis Stevenson, as 
a youth, took his first book of poems 
to the publisher, the book was refus- 
ed. The publisher said that those 


Lutheran World Action is $3,610,000. 
About $900,000 goes to Lutheran World 
Service, through which agency we are 
able to do a little to help bring spirit- 
ual and material aid in many places 
in the world. 


A little over a million dollars goes 
to World Missions, half of this to the 
Tanganyika Missions and the other 
half to the missions under the direc- 
tion of the department of World Mis 
sions under the Lutheran World Fed. 
eration. For 1959 the following alloca- 
tions have been made: 


- Liles (Fleming H. Revell Company) E 


ways exceeds that of countries that have never heard the 
Gospel of Christ. Remember to pray for Panama and the 
pastors and missionaries who have dedicated their lives 
to this very difficult task. 


poems were written by one who > 
knew only the sunny side of life, an : 
not reality. The poems did not tee 
veal that the author was bedfast, al 
a sufferer all the while he was w 
ing them. Stevenson had so trium 
over his pain that the readers of 
poems could see only beauty. 


—John H. Blough in STREAMS bi 
HEALING compiled by Lester Res 


Dr. A. J. Gordon frequently 
the story of an American who wi 
Englishman was viewing Niagara F 
Taking the Englishman to the foo 
the falls, the American said, “Tt 
is the greatest unused power in tl 
whole world.” The Englishman r 
plied, “No, no, my friend. The gre 
est unused power in the world is 
Holy Spirit of the living God.” 


—Zula Evelyn Coon in WORSH 
SERVICES FROM THE HYMN 
(Fleming H. Revell Company). vi. 


Lutheran Mission in New a 
Guineg wen aa sews sty wars $234,532 
Indonesia and the Batak 4 
Protestant Christian 
Church esc Weree a ome oor 
VOLO 6. Pome as cee eae 
Berlin Mission in South 
ATTICS. 41a n ete eee ' 
Contingency fund for pos- 
sible emergency needs, cme 
particularly in Indonesia 25,000 
(Continued on page 8) — 
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* The New Pope 
BS 
= Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
fe, Sir: 
ee . What many people don’t seem to realize is the fact that who he 
pst is does not alae one whit. Now he is John. So what? His name 
| could be Elmer or Henry. He could be “political” or “spiritual” ac- 
pee cording to the cardinals. This makes no difference either. The Pope 
| is the papacy, and the papacy is the slave of the cardinals who many 
{| years ago solidified their control of the Roman church with the decree 


> that the Pope is infallible when speaking “ex-cathedra.” Since he 
{ speaks for the cardinals, is dependent on the cardinals for funds, and 
is elected by cardinals, they control the Roman church through the 


Pope’s “infallibility.” 


To me, one of the real shams of modern Romanism was the late 
Pope’s alleged pacifism. True, he often spoke of peace. But when 
{a dictator speaks of peace, the intended peace is not real because it 
-{ allows for no compromise, no settlement except on the dictator’s own 
terms. ‘Moreover, any student of Romanism knows that what the 


_ ferent things. The pronouncements of the Pope and the practice of 
his subordinates in the cloth, as well as Romanism’s real policies, are 
_ frequently miles apart. 


ot Pag 


| help the so-called “Society of Jesus.” This society within Romanism, 
| whose priests are called Jesuits, is the secret police of the Roman 
confession. It is the brains behind the whole system. It operates in 
| secret, though it propagandizes openly and under the most false spirit- 
| ual auspices. 
of the operations of the German Gestapo look like children playing 
cops and robbers. 


The propagation of Romanism throughout the world has long been 
ae -master-minded by the Jesuits. Romanism’s methods are the methods 

| of expediency, that is, what suits Rome today is today’s truth. Not 
only do the Jesuits master-mind the expedient policies of Romanism, 
_ they also take care of making all their operations seem perfectly 
- Christian to spiritually ignorant people. This is known as the science 
of casuistry by which the Jesuits have for centuries succeeded in 


|} making things appear to people to be other than they are. When 


or 


purpose then was: To be everything that protestantism is not, and 


many. 


{| to be nothing that protestantism is. This purpose remains today. 


. f Sinister as the implications of this stated purpose are, the average 
person does not see through such a plot at all. Indeed, he is nearly 
always deprived of information through which he can be aware of 
_ the danger. For example, the average American is not aware of 
_ Jesuitical plans and efforts to make over the very culture in which 
we Americans live. Their purpose is to make it a Roman culture. 
_ Yes, their writings, their novels, their T. V. and radio programs ete. 
are out in the open. But the unknown and subtle ways in which 
4 Rome is perpetrated on protestant Christians often escape notice 
even while having their telling effect on the convictions of Evangelical 
_ Christians. This is even true in the field of Christian conduct. Here, 
too, Jesuits want to be nothing that protestantism is, and everything 
that protestantism is not. 


No. It does not matter who the Pope is. He is a slave to the in- 
ternational power system which he allegedly “controls.” 


Yours, 


Scrip Sundry 


_ Pope says and what the Roman church does are very often two dif- 


The secret operations of the Jesuits would make some 


allocated to Lutheran 


those of us wh 
and we look 


(Continue 
A grant to establish a 
theological seminary 
West Transvaal, South 
Africa to train mi 
and evangelists ......... 
Scholarships to aid Asian and 


ty 


African students to study 
in the U. S. and Europe. @ 
Operating expenses of the’ 
All Africa Theological 
Seminary, Marangu, Tan- — 
ganyika 336 .4,¢aa gee am 
Gossner Evangelical Lu- — 
theran Church, for the 
purchase of army bar- — 
racks erected by the 
government in the 
church compound dur- 
ing the war, a loan . om 


oe 


The Thanksgiving Cloth: 


I hope that all of our 
have been able to particip 
annual clothing appeal whi 
gain this year been sponsor: 
theran World Relief. It 
Lutheran World Action ~ 
of the funds are receive 
clothing to Quemoy and 
parts of the world. In 19 


of Lutheran World Acti 


participate in the Cl 
Provision of ‘Service| 
and Aids for Chay 


work that we are able t 
because of Lutheran W 
Those who have sons and 
in the armed forces of ov 


_ know that pastors and person 


needed to serve all o 
Lutheran Service C 
grateful that our M: 
Bureau provides our 
Christian literature to be 
teaching and preaching mi 


The Responsibility of our Sy 
The total amount nee 
ing our responsibility 


Action in 1958 is $ 
date of this writing 


congregation 
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Ad-Lib, Mrs. Lewishamism 


By J. A. Davidson 
H. G. Wells’ novel, Love and Mr. Lewisham, there is a 


> in which the hero asks his bride if she is a Christian. 
replies, “I suppose so.” 


ut a Christian 
_ believe’? 


...”, Lewisham inquires further. “What 


g Lewisham answers him, “Oh! to tell the truth, and 


wisham then Poe “That’s not a Christian. A Chris- 


Lewisham 


| that’s what many others mean, too. Degpie the 


n in the pew still tends to look upon Christian religior 
‘a mere piety-tinted respectability, as a genial decency 
th some vague spiritual overtones. And many a man in 
ulpit, although occasionally nodding in approval at 
eology, prefers not to bewilder and upset his people by 
a g too much of the great foundational beliefs of Chris- 


es Reid has written, “One reason for the shallowness 
ch of the religion of today is that what many people 
eve could be put on a postcard.” And such people often 
to comfort themselves with the asurance that it is not 
] you believe that counts but how you live. (When 
eople talk that way they are generally suggesting rathet 
y that their own lives provide sufficient proof for 
ontention.) 


Christian, of course, does try to tell the truth and do 
and does strive to avoid hurting and injuring people, 
1 that. But is this the sum and total of what it means 
be a Christian? Can Christian morality prevail if it is 

ot nourished in Christian belief? 


‘One of the most curious aspects of the current religious 
‘ene is that there is an inadequately bridged gap between 
16 . great theological revival (which is now tending to be- 
sme ingrown, probably because of the nature of this gap) 
id the widespread popular revival in religious concern 
in interest in the Church. One of the prime tasks of 
hurch in our time is the adequate bridging of this gap. 


But perhaps Mrs.-Lewishamism has become so wide- 
d principally because we who have preaching and 
ing tasks in the Church have been unnecessarily timid. 
all the appearances to the contrary, perhaps the 
e person in the pew does side with Mr. Lewisham. 
aps our people really do wish instruction, definite and 
rehensive, in the great centralities of Christian belief. 


w years ago an editorial in Life asked this question: 
ow many come to the church in quest of something to 
ieve and, finding only a clinic, come not again?” I 
er how many people are driven into Mrs.-Lewisham- 
ecause we ‘preachers and teachers have been so timid 
inept . in communicating basic Christian beliefs. 


“ae ~ yea c> _—United Church Observer 


THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college. 


NAIA TOURNEY BASKETBALL OPENER ~~ — t 


In the first round of the N.A.1.A. tip-off tournament the 
Dana Vikings were defeated_by Doane 71-54. 


For the Vikings Dick Jensen tallied 14 points to lead the © 
scoring. Ernie Andersen was second with 12, and Larry 
West had 11. Ron Huston followed with seven, Don Jorgen- — 
sen and Mark Petrusson each tallied with four and Don: ; 
Joern, two. 


The half-time score was 31-25 with the Vikins trailing, pi 7 
they gained a 37-37 tie in the third quarter before Doane ~ 
pulled into their winning lead. py 


a er 


The big scorer for Doane was Davenport with 23. 


In the free throw department Dana had 18 for 28 anaes 
Doane sank 17 of 29. 


With the loss to Doane, Dana played Concordia Wednes- j 
day night and won by the margin of 68-53. s 


Bud West was high scorer with 20 points: Dick Jensen : 
sank 18, and Ron Huston and Ernie Andersen each had 12. ae 


The game for first place in the tourney featured Doane — 
and Wesleyan with Wesleyan winning. ~ 


Alumni Almost Stops Varsity 


The Varsity proved its prowess over the Alumni of Dana : 
by defeating them in the last minutes of play Saturday, 
Nov. 22. The buzzer sounded with the score 57-55. a 


The Varsity was leading by a pod margin until the end 
of the game when the Alumni picked up steam and began | 
to surge forward. In the closing minutes of the game they 
came to within four points and then swished a long one as 
the buzzer sounded, but it was not enough as the Varsity. is 
had a long margin which the Alumni could not overtake. 3 


The high scorer for the Alumni was Bill Davis with 22, i 
Dick Jensen was high for the Varsity with 12. a 


Victory Bell Donated — 


Harry Landbo of Chicago is the donor of the newly in- — 
stalled victory bell. Harry was graduated from Dana last — 
spring and is .taking post-graduate work in hospital adam 
ministration at Columbia Graduate School in New York. e a 

The bell, shipped from Chicago, has been temporarily | Be 
placed on a log stand donated by Elmer Johnson of Blair. oe 
The victory bell was placed by the cross on the hill south — 
of the Girls’ Dormitory by Barty Borglum and Geore 
Landbo (donor’s cousin). 


George tells us that the bell was purchased at the yards 
in Chicago where the bell was scrapped from a steam- — 
powered locomotive. 


Committee Appointed r 


The Student Council has appointed a committee to decide 2 
on what occasions the bell should be rung. Some of those 
suggestions are: athletic victories, any great and significant 
event such as dedication of buildings, etc. It has also been 
suggested that the bell will ring 100 times if Prof. Norman 
C. Bansen gets married. 


fervent prayers. And God heard. And God brought 


“message that J udy and Edward were dead. But God 


_ And the twins somehow felt that those whom God had 


in the hospital. But wherever they were now, little sales campaign as his part in the Luther League’s Chris 


os 
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IN SPITE OF HARDSHIP 


“Tyjiumph in Tragedy” might well be the title of a 
sketch on Deloris and David Peterson. 


Tragedy struck on August 28th when these Northfield 
twins were returning home from the Black Hills with 
their parents, two sisters, and a brother. Just west of 
Mitchell, South Dakota, the Petersons were in a head- 
on collision. Seven-year-old Edward and fifteen-year- 
old Judy were killed. The others were in critical con- 
dition, close to death. But here the triumph began. 


There were long hours of waiting, days of crisis, and 


the injured ones safely out of danger. 


There was the dim realization and their pastor’s heavy 


was still with them. His rod and His staff comforted. on g: , 

David shows Luther League Christmas wrappings 
bh ge 

taken were ready, but that they must continue the to a nurse’s aid. 

struggle of faith, They must experience more of His 

grace; they, too, must be faithful to death. 


Finally, after long weeks in a Mitchell hospital, they 


were back in Northfield among friends and loved ones. : : : ; ir 
The others were soon home, but David had to remain From his hospital bed David launched an intensiy 


things like broken legs could not keep David and Deloris ™&S WT@PPing Pp roject. Finding ready customers)@ 
out of the swing of Luther League activities. also sold Christmas cards for the Sunday School a 4 
support Timotheus. This was a case of hospital to h 
pital. David in Northfield was working for Timo 
in Sudan. David, the patient, supporting Timothet 
the medical worker! 


Meanwhile Deloris was more than busy at home y 
Luther League projects. As the thousand registrati 
for the Southern Minnesota “Get-Acquainted” Rak 
came pouring in, Deloris sorted and filed them. 
her great joy, names with which she had become fami 
in her filing became real Luther Leaguers when s 
was able to assist with the actual rally registration. 
sides her work in connection with the “Get-Acquaint 
Rally, Deloris mailed letters to all of the pastors in ¢ 
synod urging them to push the sale of Christmas Ch ime 
in their congregations. | 


In their way, Deloris and David, too, are discove 


Deloris mails CHRISTMAS CHIMES material to the that they can do all Be through Christ who stren; 
pastors of the synod. ens them. ine 


4 
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‘Advent Puzzle on the Prophet Isaiah. We 
bg read nes 7, 9, 35, 40, and ey Then 


desert shall 


mite? cnc: _ them in his bosom: 


...++-+.-, herald of good 


Sonia ip 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


1959 YOUTH SUNDAY 


February 1, 1959 will be observed as Youth 
Sunday in our Sees This date was selected 
by the Executive Committee of the Luther League | 
because it coincides with National Youth Week, 
Jan. 25th to Febr. \‘Ist, as observed by Be Prot- 
estant churches. 

If your church has communion on the first Sun 
day of each month, you may wish to observe Jan 
25th or another os as Youth Sunday. 


Your Youth Office can supply a beautiful thr 
color bulletin bearing the “Forward With Christ’ 
symbol, at 1¢ each. A three-act playlet, “Forward | 
With Christ” (The Bald Mountain Incident), 


5¢ per copy. 


O Jerusalem, herald of good . 
He shall eat pitas and 
foe arte the rapa of the Lord shall re 


He shall .......... the fruit of the travail of 
soul and be satisfied. 


Of peace there will [DGG We aie, ceceeaN 
\ 


Behold, the Lord God comes with might, a : 
vee «ony. Pules for him: 


} 


ee 
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at Thoughts are like links of a chain. 
One pulls the other along. While on 
‘the subject of stewardship, we were 
‘reminded of Martin Luther’s blitzkrieg 


Radars that this is the. week 
‘the Church collection, and many 
ou do not want to give a thing.” 


of his successors. He called the 
le alae He told them they 


peeraiciie : is worth Fiwatee 
- respects, however. He does 
explain what the four pennies 
: ministers, school teachers, 


RLET OF THE YEAR 

he scarlet of the year, 
Nature planned it long ago. 
ook the redwood lily’s cup, 
e Jevied on the sunset glow; 


a . 


ag AES ihe way that autumn 
came. 


v aiting maple swiftly spread. 
rhole horizon seemed ablaze 
1 vivid shades of gorgeous red. 


ried: “Jack Frost was out last 


| summer due long months ago! 
. 5 —Author Unknown 
VT BE AFRAID OF CRITICS 


mn’t_ be afraid of critics, because 
woods are full of them. They 
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STOP PREACHING 


sacristans. He even explained what 
each of these do for the people. 

“The first labour for your salvation, 
preach to you the precious treasure of 
the gospel, administer the sacraments 
and visit you at great personal risk 
in the plague. 

“The second train children to be 
good magistrates, judges, and min- 
isters. 

“The third care for the poor. 

“Now that you are asked to give 
four miserable penies, you are up in 
arms. What does this mean if not 
that you do not want the gospel 
preached, the children taught, the 
people helped?” 

“If you don’t improve, I will stop 
preaching mather than cast eeu be- 
fore swine.’ 

Ministers, there’s your fhought for 
the week: Would M and M givings in- 
crease if you threatened not to preach? 


Don’t shy away from the critics, 
because most of them are merely 
whistling in the graveyard of their 
own uncertainty and indecision: they 
pick you to pieces because they want 
to distract attention from their own 
shortcomings, and, if other critics turn 
on them, they are immediately in a 
panic. 

Most critics are merely trying t 
hide their own inferiority complexes, 
and the sooner you realize the fact 
that the average critic is just an or- 
dinary fault-finder, the sooner you are 
going to realize that his opinion isn’t 
of much value anyway, nor is his 
displeasure of any lasting consequence. 

—The Trestleboard 


MY SMALL RETARDED CHILD 
By Nina Beegle 


Around my heart entwined, she is 
The apple of my eye, 

This small, retarded child of mine 
Who constantly asks, “Why?” 


So slowly now she learns to read 
Th’ enchanting, printed page; 

Approval seeking at each word, 
She lifts her wondering gaze. 


Excitedly she runs from school, 
“Mommy, come and see!” 

And, jumping up and down, explains 
Her latest feat to me. 


“What a pity,” some folk say; 
“Your heart must feel so pluie 


“standards, not by feeling 


I cén’t seem to get waits 


as ustal on the morning 


Is they’re retarded, too. 


For God in 1 His infinity 
Must look upon us here— 
Poor mortals so restricted in 
Our wisdom, deeds, and sphe 


But when the shout of triumph sour 
O’er sky and earth and sea, 
And glorious resurrection come al 
All changed like Him we’ll be. — 
Gad 
Then, far above life’s cruel jeers — 
And _ inconsistencies, 
My small, retarded child wil 
Her opportunities. — ae 


And I'll thank God eternally 
For His sweet messenger 


LET US GO GOD'S” 
We are not 11BOE because 


“Right and rons taretd ermine 


there is any: sin in my hea 
am not willing to give up, t 
not pray. You may take a 
cork it up tight, and ut 


bottle. If there is any sin in 1 : 
that I am not willing te 


Ittle girl suddenly threw 
pele and cried, “I quit!” 
“What’s the matter?” ‘be 
asked. thee: 
‘Nothing,” said the child, 


When the farmer began I 
fifth wedding annive: 


Don’t y¢ ou fees mee 
she aske ; 


“Sure T do,” he rep i 
“In that case, 


Hines, fon page 5) 
otal the whole Bible is avail- 
81 languages, New Testaments 


eport on the society’s work in 
America showed that 3,374,899 
ure portions were distributed in 
area last year. This was about 
f the 7,163,716 total distributed 
e the United States. 

addition, some 1,500,000 more 
} sces of Scripture were distributed 
tin America last year by Bible 
ties of other countries. 


EES MISSOURI SYNOD ; 
[EMBERSHIP DOUBLED BY 1982 
Joubling of the membership of th: 
jutheran Church-Missouri Synod by 
ras predicted at a conference in 
ukee, Wis. sponsored by the 
Board for Higher Education. 
Rev. Walter F. Wolbrecht of 
is, Mo., executive secretary of 
oard, said Synod membership 
rise to 4,311,400 in 25 years. 
maintain the present ratio of 
tor r for every 315 pcrabers: tk 


as. about 6,000 pastors. 
lis would . ‘mean that the Synod 
aida be pecuclhs 650 ministerial 


ad met over the family estate. 
ind does your property go as far 
t eae. of woods?” inquired the 


Blair, Nebraska 


P. V. Hansen 


Wise 


in CHIMES Child’s Christmas Chimes _ 


The Children’s Gift q 


Edited by Helena Gebuhr Ludvigsen 


For 1958 “Child’s Christmas Chimes” we are reissuing Volume XL 
We feel that this issue was one of the better ones in the series that ha 


been printed. 


pealing illustrations. 


There are stories of interest for all ages, such as: The First and Bes 
Christmas; Why the Chimes Rang; an old story by Tolstoy; ‘Helen Kel- % 
ler’s reminiscenses about Christmas in the Dark and many others. i 

This issue is edited a Helena Gebuhr Ludvigsen and illustrated b 
L. Wilson Ruid. 


literature for your Sunday School children. 


Price: 50 cents each; $5.50 per dozen. 


Lutheran Publishing House 


138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
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14 THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


Budget 
Forward Phase 


Previously acknowledged : ee iS? Ss = 
—Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hendricksen in memory of Mrs. Jenney ansen, San 
ee ince, Mr. A. P. Sontum, Petaluma and Mrs, Marianna Michaelsen, Milltown, Wis., 
Forei MISSIONS <aeeisssncescentovscseiveeseccenseunsnues0 city op ne tz ene eGaselnp td tewsaan senha raihemn yteahererare ay oenpar Stet eacrearse 
Bore Calif, Pella Luth. Church. Given by Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Jorgensen for Forward Phase 


$25, Home Missions $25, LWA $50, South America Miss‘on $50, Japan Mission $25, San- 


a issi 25, Sudan Mission $50 ....c.ceessecsccssssscssnesensseseecsecsenenansesnentescenensbetnnrnezescsnceasrsenenassesteass st 
ac Pals, Ta., es H. C. Jacobsen in memory of Mrs. Maggie Christiansen, Coulter, Ia., for 

South America Mission ~....... .....cee: og Peccesaee ye sesessenseantestasternsurwsntoceconfuscasertgnansneesezonsnensnerecsereens 
Davenport, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. A. Thorsen for Japan Mission (Pastor Winther) .............+. 
Blk Horn, Ia., Salem Luth, Ladies Aid for Home Missions $15, LWA $15 Pao fore, ee end 
Exira, Ia., Danish Luth. Ladies Aid for Elim Home $25, Sudan Mission $15, South America 

Mission $15, Japan Mission $15, Santal Mission Sib Roe aes io Ang (pied ie is Ie 


Shelby, Ta. United Ev. Luth. Church for Foreign Missions $25, LWA $15, Pension Fund $20.90 
- Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. S. S. for LWA $40, Sudan Mission $10 


Pension Fund 
= Mrs. Roscoe Jensen in memory of Mr. . 
_ Brush, Colo., Given in memory of Mr. B. M. Madsen for Home Mission $38***, Pension Fund 


Rnoets*) Horward PHuase $2568 8e8 aioe iscsi nse cc sustovae Melactevstn runnsentugatetooobebangemla enmee 
' Wheat Ridge, Colo., Lillian G. Callender for Rev. Morek, South America Mission 235 
me Avoca, la: Pnelish Luth. Church for LWA ice ccc cteteecse te raneneneetent ushers adunannsensatecnessateagaeeseesees 
' Blk Horn, Ia:, Rorbeck Ladies Aid for Children’s Home $20, School Fund $20, Home Missions 
af. $20, Foreign Missions $20, Indian Mission $10, LWA. $20 SOL ek eee ie Twas bieeatene 
_ Glidden, Ia., Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jensen and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Christensen, Scranton, 
a for support of a native evangelist, Slantal Mission 00... ccc etee ce tstsereteceet cena seseccepenesmeerennets 
' Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul Luth. Church for Symodical Quota (2 oiecesseccsescscersseresseesecceseceeesstseeeneerreess 
- Coulter, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church given by friends and relatives in memory of Mrs. Mar- 
Pret Christiansen for Foreign: Missions ....c.c ees cceecccessendtvececeseecsseecececnscessegeceeeecssccoeacacecawenecnesat 
nae Given by Mrs. Lena Brown for Foreign Missions .............0:ccceecueseseereseseree 
Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. Church for Synodical Quota $150, LWA. $252 Satis teas 


Ringsted, Ia., Pastor Geo. Pallesen in memory of Mr. J. P. Neve for Fore'gn Missions .... 


_ Sleepy Fye, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church for LWA $217.65, Foreign Missions $6.42 

iy" Trinity Luth. Church, Priscilla Circle, for Sudan Missiom .0..........cccccsescessereeertreene 
~~ Sidney, Mont., Donnabelle Dynneson for Foreign Missions 0.0... cece estes etter snes 
Blair, Nebr., First Luth. Chureh for Synodical Quota $1829.19, Pension Fund $170.81 ...  . 
CERIO SaSCns wT sCPuClsenl LOT TAWA. ..cecstccica-avséiscessenscctuccidechsteacetncpersuseesccaguachsnsacarcedensera socgsedeacnascneocteune 
» ‘Winnetoon, Nebr., Bethesda Luth. Church for LWA ...... ie cceteeeeeee seen 

-Dannebrog, Nebr., Eva Christensen for LWA oon... cccccceeeeecesetecaueeesenneseeeneees 
a Sie Wie hale Qantas aed ee Cm Sen Sem RG fore wy 


_ Taurens, N. Y., St. Matthew Luth. Church for Pension Fund 
' Bowbells, N. D., Bethlehem Luth. Church for Pension Fund 
' Beresford, S. D., St. Paul Ladies Aid, Rockfield, for LWA .. 
» Viborg, S. D., Bethany Luth. Church for Pension Fund ........ 
_ Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Luth. Ladies Aid for South Amer’ca Mission $10, Japan Mission $10, 
+ Santal Mission $10, Sudan Mission $10; Jewish Mission $10* ....... SS Sadek RR pe, ee oe 
meeoruand, Ore., Bethany Luth. Church for Symodical Quota ..i...........cicisescsesncscdsseccsenceutcasceescescuvenes 
_ Racine, Wis.,( Emmaus Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Wash'neton Island, Wis., Trinity Luth. S. S. for Foreign Missions 


ae NE ss hare. en RET CBs RW vault iRiy coe th -o0 agTA NS Meee ceakyncdhe Ste weFeDboagabhrsinn 
_ Audubon, Ia., Eben Ezer Luth. Church for General Fund .... 
i Given by Alfred H. Christensen for LWA $20, Japan Mission $20, Santal Mission $20, 
' SUM SM ENT EHSL ERT AD 2 Ree Mer gv eee a ds SgRie we co Bela cobs ov sn Ley nk sg kv AUD s Pop Vad Seg Mas actos glen ae gh nase ae nau case ati eatadaraae 
Seeeaumpoldt, Ta., Trinity’ Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 202i ce cys | tsesensetcenecesciacesestons 
_ Humboldt, Ta., Trinity Luth. Church, Doreas Ladies Aid for Pens'on Fund $25, School Fund 
- $25, Children’s Homes $20, Indian Misrion $15, Utah Mission $10, Japan Mission $15, Su- 
ge dan Mission $15. South America Mission $15, Eben Ezer Mercy Inst. $15*, Salem In- 


_ Royal, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Church for Home Missions $655.87, Foreign Missions $655.38 
_ Shelby, Ja., Shelby Luth. S. S. for LWA $20, Home Miss‘on $20, Japan Mission $30 .. ....... 
Sioux City, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for Synodical Dues $100, Pension Fund $50 ... 
Edmore, Mich., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 


: 


We 
7 


m $5, Eben Ezer Home, Brush $5*, Sudan Mis- 
sion $5, South America Mission $5, Japa } : i $i 
City, Nebr., Zion Luth. Church fort twa Apneisne me Date eee eae 


Total 


$199318.12| 


300:00 P 
15.00 
1500.00] 
**$166428.2 $33 
ke Se 
<< 


Fiscal Yr. Calendar 


52.3 


Luth. Wo 

Synodical Acti 
$488949.00 $49500 
92500.00 oe 
$155824.44| $31287, 


50.00 oe 


10.005 "7 ga 


steeee 


sete 


seeeee 
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Su * t : : 


nd Mesdames Ernest -Lorensen Toner Mortensen, W. C. Mad 7 
fo ee sen, Hh A an OF sen, Val Chandler, Ray Mad- 
econ ge Mesdames Wm. Hansen, Hannah Madsen, Velma Madsen, Carla Steffensen, Miss. 
a za oe at 7 esties peal Colo.; Wm. Madsen, Jr., Albuquerque, New 
v en, Ft. ms, Colo. ; Porter. enver, Colo. ; raham. , ‘0lo. ; 
2 jckton, Calif, ziven iapcen as Ae seed fe) Tom Graham, Eaton, Colo.; Carl Lorensen, 
Lk esisrs. ani esdames Herman Hansen, Kermit Madsen, Arthur Pohl, Merle Bamesberger, Melvin 
u s Madsen, Carroll Madsen, Misses Sena Madsen, Ottolena Madsen, Bernice Madsen, all of Hampton, Nebr. ; 

Council Bluffs, Ia.; D. Wayne Madsen, Ft. Smith, Ark.; R. H. Daniel- 
2C all_of Omaha, Nebr.; Emerald Hansen, Dean Petersen of Lincoln 
given for Pension Fund $26.00. In memory of husband, father and grand- 
Rey. and Mrs. Spener Petersen and daughter, Donna Jean, San Francisco; Mr. 


| CHRISTMAS TREE 
ed from page 2) 


e tree but they no longer 
no light around them. 
“dead,” or they have 
ection that they receive 


“et 


the first electric 
s trees worked? 
ired that if one went 


: est on th 


home. where one who 
with the source and 
y life developed a 
is the evergreen! 
Christmas season its 
2 fills our homes. 
resence at once anc 
your head and tak- 
th. Such a sweet 
sht to us from God 
e, such may be the 


e of a Christian life. 


5 


~ says, “All the trees 
hall clap their hands,” 


tells how “the woods 
7,2? he must surely have 
the soft soughing of the 
h the trees. But really, 


y sees and hears and believes. 
1 the hills seem to burst be- 
1 into song and all the trees 
ds, it is because you 
in joy and been led 
peace. A Christmas tree can 
ng nor clap its hands, but 
grace of God. There 


¥ 


your heart. ‘That’s 
of Christmas! 


on that string did — 
tragic this truth has_ 


the singing is not in 
is in the heart of the 


deed when the Son of — 


_ BOOK REVIEWS 


All books reviewed may be purchased from 
Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. 


It is said that one day Tolstoi came 
to view a picture of the Last Supper 
which an artist had painted. After 
looking at it for a while, Tolstoi’s face 
seemed to show disappointment. The 
artist. anxiously asked the reason, and 
Tolstoi said, “You don’t love the cen- 
tral Figure.” “What makes you think 
I don’t asked the artist. Tolstoi re- 
plied, “If you did, you would have 
painted Him better.” 

-How are you and I portraying the 
central Figure in the picture of our 
lives? 


—Zula Evelyn Coon in WORSHIP 
SERVICES FROM THE HYMNS 
(Fleming H. Revell Company). 


Religion raises barriers as well as 
lowers them. In a famous wartime 
prayer, Billy Sunday’s fervent invo- 
cation of God’s fury upon the Huns 
caused the U. S. Congress to break 
into applause. Let us watch ourselves 
when we become so righteously indig- 
nant that we consider asking Jehovah 
to blast men down. For though we 
accompany Jesus, that attitude is sure 
to bring a rebuke from Him. ~ 

—Webb B. Garrison in SERMON 
SEEDS FROM THE GOSPELS (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company). 


One may be as straight as a gun 
barrel theologically and as empty as 
a gun barrel spiritually. So often it 
turns out that fundamental and ortho- 
dox Christians become so severe in 
condemning false doctrine, gnashing 
their teeth at every sniff of heresy, 
that they end up without love. One 
may do a right thing in a wrong way. 


The same Paul who wrote, “. . . though 


we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel .. . let him be ac- 


cursed,” also wrote the love chapter 


of Corinthians. Unless we can get 
that combination we shall be theo- 
logical Hawkshaws and doctrinal de- 


cold hearts. 


tectives, religious bloodhounds look 
ing for heretics with hot heads an 


—Vance Havner in REPENT ¢ 


I came to Christ as a country b 
I did not understand all about 


to understand it, he has only to stand 
upon it. I do not understand all 
bout electricity but I do not in 
sitting around in the dark until I do 
—Vance Havner in REPENT OF 


ment that does not arouse the bi 
opposition of entrenched. evil. 


cast the demons out of a man an 
demons entered the hogs. The 
committed suicide and the hog-owr 
asked Jesus to leave the cov 


is affected will raise a protes 
real revival today would cause a c 
motion in the traffic of evil. 


In the years when the Koreans — 
writhed under the heel of Japanese 
occupation a Methodist pastor said 
a missionary, “There must be s 
thing wrong with our church. ' 
are thirty-seven Presbyterians in 
and only one Methodist. I fear 
Lord does not count us worthy of. 
fering persecution.” ob A veaoe 

—Frank S. Mead in TARBEL 
TEACHERS’ GUIDE (Fleming 
Revell Company). Aun 


HOUSEKEEPER — for suburban 
St. Louis, Missouri, home. Retired 
Danish gentleman seeks refined | 
middle-aged lady with Danish back- 
ground. Must be good cook and 
have excellent references. ia 


Box 547. | 


CAPITOL UNIVERSITY. ursnaat 
COLUMBUS is OuTO es te es 


f God were to come with His angels, 


noone could listento Him... 


’ We cannot bear to have God speak. to us” 
BS _ in His majesty with countless thousands of 
es -angels.wTherefore the best procedure is to abolish ¢ our a 
| pce to hear God speak i in His majesty, | for we cannot 
bear this language. a But God says: NowlL shal Zz 
ia My majesty, most thoroughly, shall allow My ‘Son tog = 
become man, born of a virgin; let Him do good to men 3 
and preach them the forgiveness of sins. g& He shall act. 
in the kindest manner possible; only bear in mind that 
this man is the same God who spoke in the desert at 2 | 


rue 


a. 
<=: 


~ Mount Sinai to the Children of Israel. Believe, theres q 
fore, that it is He whom you are hearing. GoW He has 
hidden His majesty in humanity, does not appear with . 
Eighssig thunder, or angels, but as one born of a poor 4 | 
virgin and speaking with men of the forgiveness « of sins. 


Martin Luther 


We Pec. them here as our Christmas greeting to ee 
a 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD . Minneapolis, Minnesota iE 


Life Insurance for wanna iad 


